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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. (currently amended) A device for connecting bar ends, the device 

comprising: 

a pipe section for receiving bars bar ends of bars to be connected; 
clamping elements each iiaving an outer thread; 

wherein the pipe section has threaded bores in which the clamping elements are 
secured by being screwed in; 

wherein the clamping elements are arranged in a first row and a second row on the 
same side of the pipe section relative to a circumference of the pipe section; 

wherein the clamping elements of the first row are staggered relative to the damping 
elements of the second row in a longitudinal direction of the pipe section. 

2. (currently amended) The device according to claim 1, wherein the 
clamping elements have ends for applvina a clamoinQ force on facing the bar ends and 
wherein the ends of the clamping elements aooly the ciampina force act in different 
direction s, respectively onto the bar ends > 

3. (original) The device according to claim 1 , wherein the threaded bores 
and the clamping elements of the first row have first longitudinal axes and wherein the 
threaded bores and the clamping elements of the second row have second longitudinal 
axes, wherein the first and second longitudinal axes are anranged at an angle (a) of ^ 60^ 
relative to one another. 

4. (original) The device according to claim 3, wherein the angle (a) is 

approximately 30°. 

5. (original) The device according to claim 1 , wherein the threaded bores 
and the clamping elements of the first row have first longitudinal axes and wherein the 
threaded bores and the clamping elements of the second row have second longitudinal 
axes^ wherein the first and second longitudinal axes are at least approximately parallel to 
one another and are positioned in a plane laterally displaced relative to a diameter of the 
pipe section, respectively. 

6. (original) The device according to claim 1 , wherein a longitudinal edge 
of the threaded bores is positioned at least approximately on a tangent of an inner pipe 

-3- 

12/8/05: Amd for Ser. No. 10/709,513- tnvdntor(s]: Klaus f=^rdhlich - Filing Date: 5/11/2004 



PACE 3/9 ' RCVD AT 12/8/2005 1 1 :39:50 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-6/27 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:m2570372 ' DURATION (mni-ss):0242 



08/12/2005 18:27 +492022570372 DRAUDT US PAT AGENT S. 04/09 



wati surface of the pipe section. 

7. (original) The device according to claim 1 , wherein the clamping elements 
of the first row each are p)psitioned between two of the clamping elements of the second 
row, respectively. 

8. (original) The device according to claim 1 , further comprising a transverse 
element, arranged at least approximately at a longitudinal center of the pipe section. 

9. (original) The device according to claim 8, wherein the transverse 
element projects diametrically through the pipe section and is a clamping pin or a groove 
pin. 

10. (original) The device according to claim 1 , wherein each section of the 
pipe section that receives a bar end has at least one clamping screw that, relative to the 
circumference of the pipe section , is positioned essentially opposite the clamping elements 
of the first and second rows. 

1 1 . (original) The device according to claim 1 , wherein each section of the 
pipe section that receives a bar end has at least one transverse pin that extends at least 
approximately at a right angle to a longitudinal axis of the pipe section and Is arranged in 
Immediate vicinity of an Inner pipe wall. 

12. (original) The device according to claim 11, wherein the at least one 
transverse pin Is a groove pin or a clamping pin and is comprised of hardened material. 

13. (canceled) 
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